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My name is Maria LaMon. I am the director at the Music Academy for Special Learners and the developer of Visual Music Concepts™ (VMC - Patent Pending).  I created VMC, after receiving my M.S. as a special education teacher from Touro College and my honorary degree from the School of Hard Knocks - credit for life experience - in motherhood.
My first work experience during graduate school, working with children on the autism spectrum, was during my internship at Developmental Disabilities Institute in Huntington, NY.  This was an instantaneous connection and a love for working with children with special needs.  Shortly after completing my graduate studies, I began researching the relationship of music and autism - and there IS a relationship.  I began to see this while working with my students.  Not only do these children have strengths in music, it is a "window" that creates an opportunity for expression along with numerous additional benefits. 
I developed VMC based on a style in which many special needs children learn: motivational techniques.  The VMC program helps keep the special learners focused and on task and uses tools in the form of game play for reinforcement of notes and note progression.  In addition, my exclusive piano books are designed to give the student an instantaneous sense of accomplishment.  The student is first taught how to play, utilizing the important mechanisms of piano instruction that are conducive for the student's style of learning.  VMC's unique teaching method incorporates six components of motivation (self and social image, novelty, coping skills, pleasantness, self-esteem, relevance to goals and needs) to engage the student and to insure a positive and successful experience for both the student and the instructor.  
 This program allows every student at any level, the opportunity to be successful. 
 "A disability is not a roadblock to learning. It simply means we must use an individualized, creative approach in reaching our goals... with patience".
						Thank you for visiting!
                                                                             -Maria LaMon
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