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The moment" Steven first beard
the sound of the piano, be gravitated
towards it.
"He instantly -bad a connection and

immediately fell in love with playing
the piano," Mrs. Heinz said of Steven,
who has a pervasive developmental
disorder, a mild form of Autism that
affectsa child's abilityto communicate,
understand language, play, and relate
to.others.
"Steven bas been practicing here at

home and right now be is working on
Surfboard: Boogie, which rsa great jazz
tune, and the Star Wars theme. My
son loves Star Wars,"Mrs. Heinz said.
"Wheneverbe plays on the piano, the
wholefamilygathers around and claps
and says 'Bravo'when be is done."
Steven, who attends piano lessons

once a week, recently graduated.
from Tackan. Elementary Scbool in'
Nesconset and willbe attending Great
HollowMiddleSchoolin Nesconsetthis
September. "I am so happy with the
progress that my son is making,"Mrs.
Heinzsaid.

'& ,;;,~,,- .e-'i~tey.e '1lQ.PJ~~,~~~~, ,d,;f in Nesconset. The program uses visual ,.an~ crying. Even going.to the car or Steven, whose hobbies include
'f-~ ;,; l'~l:nenfio 'to!]IliS'"tel3.clieJ1. -,methods "to teach' musical-motesv.to., a, birthday party' would end up in a collecting Pokernan-game cards and
~ "'l'" %":ba "' ffi"·'ffei& '%1:' s. Autisticqrildren ranging from, non~ _..meltdown_Hecould.not transition from playingWli, still suffers ~th ius mood
,~, mother,'o(instructOYii:ark.~~_ "S6 ' speakingto-high-functioning. one thing to-cthe next; without great swings. ,

-~~i' ild~lshe ,iet"j·Iii;: ~t froIh;Duh:Irin ; Steven showed signs' of autism that . difficulty,"Also, Steverrwasn't talking "Youneverknow.Somedays he is the
','.!..i 1'~~~;:~d~t: 'wJ:tJ't60.llitq~¥J_hismoms~ed to noticebeforehewas and he gave very little eye contact, sweetest kid, other days, Steven can be

, ft"'~~~ end ofms' ,twi'thlAutisni,'It ... 'diagnosedat age 2. Steven's twin sister was progressing quite defiant," sbe said. "I definitely
can be,h~ci to'k~P;:"chndfocUsed~'o"Wlie;" Stevenwas eight months old, 'just finebut Steven'waSn'tdoing-anyof learned a lot about Autism through my
.everylittleincentive helps." , my lrusband and I knew something the things she was abie'to do." 'son, the highs and the lows. But I do
'Ms.Lalvlonis Steven'smuaic teacher. wasn't. right," 'she recalled. "Steven' 'Mo@ated'by'net son's great-interest -know that -he has gotten awhole.Ict

.at., the" Music 'Ac,ad'7ily for .S~~1;, .•,l;ikl(l~S1JI!;y,)j;a,njt!;ipJ:OOg.J:I~W.9pl~",,%..p~_':,I1!g••pq..l4s.,ll~~~_berler."
J,e",iI];L~_b~ld.'i\.tt;A'!.~~,Bano SW'ct!~>-_ o_:(j:~~.w?keup.from'hi§:l#ps ~g, ,_pUr2!ia:sed"a,YamahaDigital Piano.•.• '. (Continued on page 4AJ

• ,KE.YED IN: Steven'Heinz,"
" . 1.1, of .Nesconset (right,
- arida~ove)is oneofmany
special '.needs children
benefitting from the in-
structionof MariaLalvlorr-
cjt the MusicAcademyfor
Special.Learners.
I "j

How piano.bettereo the lives-at-autistic boy and his family
one of many success stories from unique Music Academy

By URSULA MOORE

T
here's. nothing like a dangling carrot when it
accomplish something.

" , Or, in this case; a dangling donut.
. " " -Lured by, sugary treats bought by his instructor prior to every lesson at the locally
"~ . ,:.?as~d :~us.ic;:Ac~de~Yfor Sp~c~alLearners, Ll.-year-old-Steven Heinz, of Nesconset,

. '" . '·ls.fast becoming-a-piano protege.

I .comes 'to encouraging youngsters to
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